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students
Gulliver's Travels
Introduction-Gulliver's Travels, or Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World is a
prose satire of 1726 by the Irish writer and clergyman Jonathan Swift, satirising both human
nature and the "travellers' tales" literary subgenre. It is Swift's best known full-length work, and a
classic of English literature. Swift claimed that he wrote Gulliver's Travels "to vex the world rather
than divert it".The book was an immediate success. The English dramatist John Gay remarked "It is
universally read, from the cabinet council to the nursery."

About Aothor-Jonathan Swift (30 November 1667 – 19 October 1745) was an AngloIrish satirist, essayist, political pamphleteer (first for the Whigs, then for the Tories), poet and cleric
who became Dean of St Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin,[2] hence his common sobriquet, "Dean Swift".
Swift is remembered for works such as A Tale of a Tub (1704), An Argument Against Abolishing
Christianity (1712), Gulliver's Travels (1726), and A Modest Proposal (1729). He is regarded by
the Encyclopædia Britannica as the foremost prose satirist in the English language, [1] and is less well
known for his poetry. He originally published all of his works under pseudonyms – such as Lemuel
Gulliver, Isaac Bickerstaff, M. B. Drapier – or anonymously. He was a master of two styles of satire,
the Horatian and Juvenalian styles.
Jonathan Swift was born on 30 November 1667 in Dublin, Ireland. He was the second child and only
son of Jonathan Swift (1640–1667) and his wife Abigail Erick (or Herrick) of Frisby on the
Wreake.[4] His father was a native of Goodrich, Herefordshire, but he accompanied his brothers to
Ireland to seek their fortunes in law after their Royalist father's estate was brought to ruin during
the English Civil War. His maternal grandfather, James Ericke, was the vicar of Thornton in
Leicestershire. In 1634 the vicar was convicted of Puritan practices. Some time thereafter, Ericke
and his family, including his young daughter Abilgail, fled to Ireland.[5]
Swift's father joined his elder brother, Godwin, in the practice of law in Ireland. [6] He died in Dublin
about seven months before his namesake was born.[7][8] He died of syphilis, which he said he got
from dirty sheets when out of town.[9]
At the age of one, child Jonathan was taken by his wet nurse to her hometown of Whitehaven,
Cumberland, England. He said that there he learned to read the Bible. His nurse returned him to his
mother, still in Ireland, when he was three.[10]
His mother returned to England after his birth, leaving him in the care of his uncle Godwin Swift
(1628–1695), a close friend and confidant of Sir John Temple, whose son later employed Swift as
his secretary
Swift's family had several interesting literary connections. His grandmother Elizabeth (Dryden) Swift
was the niece of Sir Erasmus Dryden, grandfather of poet John Dryden. The same grandmother's
aunt Katherine (Throckmorton) Dryden was a first cousin of Elizabeth, wife of Sir Walter Raleigh. His
great-great grandmother Margaret (Godwin) Swift was the sister of Francis Godwin, author of The
Man in the Moone which influenced parts of Swift's Gulliver's Travels. His uncle Thomas Swift
married a daughter of poet and playwright Sir William Davenant, a godson of William Shakespeare.
Swift's benefactor and uncle Godwin Swift took primary responsibility for the young man, sending
him with one of his cousins to Kilkenny College (also attended by philosopher George

Berkeley).[11] He arrived there at the age of six, where he was expected to have already learned the
basic declensions in Latin. He had not, and thus began his schooling in a lower form. Swift
graduated in 1682, when he was 15.[12]
He attended Dublin University (Trinity College, Dublin) in 1682,[13] financed by Godwin's son
Willoughby. The four-year course followed a curriculum largely set in the Middle Ages for the
priesthood. The lectures were dominated by Aristotelian logic and philosophy. The basic skill taught
the students was debate, and they were expected to be able to argue both sides of any argument or
topic. Swift was an above-average student but not exceptional, and received his B.A. in 1686 "by
special grace."[14]
Swift was studying for his master's degree when political troubles in Ireland surrounding the Glorious
Revolution forced him to leave for England in 1688, where his mother helped him get a position as
secretary and personal assistant of Sir William Temple at Moor Park, Farnham.[15] Temple was an
English diplomat who arranged the Triple Alliance of 1668. He had retired from public service to his
country estate, to tend his gardens and write his memoirs. Gaining his employer's confidence, Swift
"was often trusted with matters of great importance".[16] Within three years of their acquaintance,
Temple had introduced his secretary to William III and sent him to London to urge the King to
consent to a bill for triennial Parliaments.
Swift took up his residence at Moor Park where he met Esther Johnson, then eight years old, the
daughter of an impoverished widow who acted as companion to Temple's sister Lady Giffard. Swift
was her tutor and mentor, giving her the nickname "Stella", and the two maintained a close but
ambiguous relationship for the rest of Esther's life.[17]
In 1690, Swift left Temple for Ireland because of his health, but returned to Moor Park the following
year. The illness consisted of fits of vertigo or giddiness, now known to be Ménière's disease, and it
continued to plague him throughout his life.[18] During this second stay with Temple, Swift received
his M.A. from Hart Hall, Oxford, in 1692. He then left Moor Park, apparently despairing of gaining a
better position through Temple's patronage, in order to become an ordained priest in the
Established Church of Ireland. He was appointed to the prebend of Kilroot in the Diocese of
Connor in 1694,[19] with his parish located at Kilroot, near Carrickfergus in County Antrim.
Swift appears to have been miserable in his new position, being isolated in a small, remote
community far from the centres of power and influence. While at Kilroot, however, he may well have
become romantically involved with Jane Waring, whom he called "Varina", the sister of an old
college friend.[16] A letter from him survives, offering to remain if she would marry him and promising
to leave and never return to Ireland if she refused. She presumably refused, because Swift left his
post and returned to England and Temple's service at Moor Park in 1696, and he remained there
until Temple's death. There he was employed in helping to prepare Temple's memoirs and
correspondence for publication. During this time, Swift wrote The Battle of the Books, a satire
responding to critics of Temple's Essay upon Ancient and Modern Learning (1690),
though Battle was not published until 1704.
Temple died on 27 January 1699.[16] Swift, normally a harsh judge of human nature, said that all that
was good and amiable in mankind had died with Temple.[16] He stayed on briefly in England to
complete editing Temple's memoirs, and perhaps in the hope that recognition of his work might earn
him a suitable position in England. Unfortunately, his work made enemies among some of Temple's
family and friends, in particular Temple's formidable sister Lady Giffard, who objected to
indiscretions included in the memoirs.[17] Swift's next move was to approach King William directly,
based on his imagined connection through Temple and a belief that he had been promised a
position. This failed so miserably that he accepted the lesser post of secretary and chaplain to
the Earl of Berkeley, one of the Lords Justice of Ireland. However, when he reached Ireland, he
found that the secretaryship had already been given to another. He soon obtained the living of
Laracor, Agher, and Rathbeggan, and the prebend of Dunlavin[20] in St Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin.[21]

Swift ministered to a congregation of about 15 at Laracor, which was just over four and half miles
(7.5 km) from Summerhill, County Meath, and twenty miles (32 km) from Dublin. He had abundant
leisure for cultivating his garden, making a canal after the Dutch fashion of Moor Park, planting
willows, and rebuilding the vicarage. As chaplain to Lord Berkeley, he spent much of his time in
Dublin and travelled to London frequently over the next ten years. In 1701, he anonymously
published the political pamphlet A Discourse on the Contests and Dissentions in Athens and Rome.

Works
Swift was a prolific writer, notable for his satires. The most recent collection of his prose works
(Herbert Davis, ed. Basil Blackwell, 1965–) comprises fourteen volumes. A recent edition of his
complete poetry (Pat Rodges, ed. Penguin, 1983) is 953 pages long. One edition of his
correspondence (David Woolley, ed. P. Lang, 1999) fills three volumes.

Gulliver’s Travels Summary-Gulliver embarks on four separate voyages in Gulliver’s Travels.
There is a storm before every journey. All the four voyages add new perspectives to Gulliver’s life
and also give him new opportunities for satirizing the ways of England.


In the first voyage, Gulliver travels to Lilliput, where he is huge and the Lilliputians are small.
Initially, the Lilliputians look amiable, but the reader soon understands that they are very
ridiculous and petty creatures. For “making water”, Gulliver gets convicted of treason in the
capital (although he was putting out a fire and saving innumerable lives)–among other “crimes.”



In the second voyage, Gulliver travels to Brobdingnag, which is a land of Giants and he is as
small as the Lilliputians were to him. So, naturally, Gulliver is scared, but his keepers are
surprisingly gentle. He gets humiliated by the King when he is forced to see the difference
between how England is and how it ought to be. Gulliver soon understands that he must have
been very revolting to the Lilliputians.



In the third voyage, Gulliver travels to Laputa (and neighbouring Luggnagg and Glubdugdribb).
When he visits the island of Glubdugdribb, he gets the power to call up the dead and discovers
the deceptions of history. In the land of Laputa, the people are over-thinkers and are outrageous
in many ways. He also meets the Stuldbrugs there, which is basically a race that is blessed with
immortality. But Gulliver finds out that they are miserable.



In the fourth voyage, Gulliver travels to the land of Houyhnhnms, who are horses gifted with a
reason. Their coherent, clean, and trouble-free society is contrasted with the foulness and
brutality of the Yahoos, who are beasts in human shape. Gulliver manages to unwillingly come
to recognize their human vices. He ends up staying with the Houyhnhnms for many years and
gets totally captivated with them to a point that he never wants to leave. When he gets to know
that the time has come for him to leave the island, he faints from unhappiness. When he returns
to England, Gulliver feels appalled about other humans, including his own family.

Summary in details
Gulliver's Travels is the story of Lemuel Gulliver, a surgeon who takes to the seas. He completes
many voyages without incident, but his final four journeys take him to some of the strangest lands on
the planet, where he discovers the virtues and flaws in his own culture by comparing it with others.

A storm destroys the ship, leaving Gulliver as the sole survivor of the wreck. He washes up on the
shores of Lilliput, an island populated by people only six inches tall. Understandably terrified of the
giant in their midst, the Lilliputians keep Gulliver restrained with ropes and chains until he proves he
can be trusted. The emperor of this land calls on Gulliver to help him defeat his enemy country,
Blefuscu, and Gulliver obliges by taking Blefuscu's entire navy. Although Gulliver is hailed as a hero
in Lilliput, things turn sour when he becomes too friendly with the ambassadors who negotiate peace
with Blefuscu, and when he puts out a fire in the emperor's palace by urinating on it. Charged with
treason, Gulliver flees to Blefuscu and leaves behind both islands in a boat he finds by chance. He
encounters an English ship and returns home to his family in England.
Gulliver does not stay at home for long and sets out on another journey that leaves him stranded in a
land known as Brobdingnag, populated by giants. A farmer's family takes in Gulliver, but soon the
farmer works Gulliver nearly to death by putting him on display and making him perform for
audiences all over the country. When the queen sees Gulliver, she offers to buy Gulliver from the
farmer, who accepts her offer. She also takes the farmer's daughter, Gulliver's
caretaker Glumdalclitch, into her service. Gulliver lives for two harrowing years in the
Brobdingnagian court, his tiny size putting him at the mercy of larger creatures at every turn. On an
outing to the beach, a bird picks up Gulliver's carrying-box and drops it into the sea. Another English
vessel finds the box afloat in the water, and the crew returns Gulliver home again.
Within weeks of his homecoming, however, Gulliver accepts a voyage to the East Indies. When
pirates take Gulliver's ship, he is set adrift and ends up on a deserted island. He is spotted by
inhabitants of the floating island of Laputa and taken to the Laputans' city in the sky. There he finds a
race of men wholly concerned with theoretical matters and constantly absorbed in abstract thought.
Although he is treated well, Gulliver grows bored and ventures to the land below Laputa, Balnibarbi.
On Balnibarbi Gulliver learns how a little knowledge can be a dangerous thing, as he sees
projectors, men who have been briefly educated in Laputa, attempt to improve life in their country
through a series of absurd scientific theories and experiments. Gulliver grows frustrated and travels
to the nearby island of Glubbdubdrib, where the governor uses his magical powers to allow Gulliver
to converse with dead figures from history. Gulliver moves on to Luggnagg, where he learns that the
potential cost of immortality is a lifetime of unending old age, and then returns to England by way of
Japan and Holland.
A few months after Gulliver returns home, he is offered the chance to captain a voyage, so he sets
off again. Gulliver's crew mutinies and leaves him on an island populated by intelligent horses
called Houyhnhnms and primitive humans called Yahoos. Gulliver fears the Yahoos and finds
camaraderie with the Houyhnhnms, although the Houyhnhnms never fully accept Gulliver because
they believe he, too, is a Yahoo. Gulliver lives comfortably with his Houyhnhnm master and his
family for three years, learning the Houyhnhnm language and embracing the Houyhnhnm philosophy
of living by principles of pure reason. He comes to hate his own Yahoo heritage and vows never to
return to England, but the Houyhnhnm leaders decide a Yahoo cannot live with a Houyhnhnm family,
and they cast him out of their society. Gulliver builds a boat with the intent of settling on a deserted
island and avoiding the Yahoo world of Europe, but he is rescued by a Portuguese ship and returns
again to his family in England. He spends years readjusting to life among the Yahoos and finds he
prefers his horses' company to his wife's.

Characters of the text
Lemuel Gulliver-An adventurer and traveler. Gulliver is the protagonist of
the Travels. He is a spectator of other beings and various cultures.

Blefuscudians-They are the sworn enemies of the Lilliputians. And they live on a
neighbouring island. Gulliver goes to their island when the Lilliputians convict him of
treachery.
Brobdingnagians-They are the inhabitants of Brobdingnag and are giant creatures in
comparison to Gulliver.
The Emperor-He’s the leader of the Lilliputians. At first, he acts friendly toward
Gulliver but later changes his mind about him when Gulliver doesn’t agree to continue
fighting Blefuscu and puts out a fire in the Empress’s chamber by urinating on it.
The Farmer-When Gulliver stays in Brobdingnag, he calls the farmer who takes him in
his master. The farmer finally sells Gulliver to the Queen.
Flimnap-Gulliver’s enemy at Lilliput, he blames Gulliver for sleeping with his wife.
Glumdalclitch-In Brobdingnagian, her name means “little nurse”. So, Gulliver calls
the farmer’s daughter with this name, who cares for him during his stay in Brobdingnag.
Mrs. Mary Burton Gulliver-Gulliver’s wife.
Houyhnhnms-It is a species of horses that are gifted with great compassion and
virtue. Gulliver lives with them for many years and in the end, feels extremely sad to
return to England.
The King-Gulliver spends a lot of hours with the King of Brobdingnag while
discussing politics and comparing their two cultures.
Laputans-They are the inhabitants of a floating island who wear astronomical and
mathematical symbols. They also have trouble paying attention.
The Grey Horse (The Master) -Gulliver’s master in the Country of the
Houyhnhnms.
Lilliputians-They are the inhabitants of Lilliput and are around five to six inches tall.
They are the sworn enemies of the Blefuscudians of a neighboring island.
Munodi-He’s the Balnibarbi Lord who shows Gulliver around and makes him
understand why the island is so barren.

Don Pedro-He’s the captain of the Portuguese ship that picks Gulliver up after his
voyage to the country of the Houyhnhnms.
The Queen-The Queen of Brobdingnag happens to think that Gulliver is very
entertaining. Since she has a huge size, Gulliver feels disgusted when she eats.
Redresal-Gulliver’s friend in Lilliput. He helps Gulliver get comfortable in the strange
new land and also helps to reduce Gulliver’s punishment for treason from execution to
having his eyes put out.
Skyresh Bolgolam-High admiral of Lilliput, a counselor of the Emperor.
Yahoos-This is the Houyhnhnms’ word for humans. Yahoos in the country of the
Houyhnhnms are repulsive creatures.
The Struldbruggs-It is a race of humans who grow older and never die, so they are
immortal. However, their immortality does not have any of its supposed delights.
The Academy Projectors (Professors) -Balnibarbian reformers who come up with
reform ideas without considering effects.
Slamecksan-The Low-Heels, a Lilliputian political group similar to the British Whigs.
The king orders that all government administrators need to be selected from this party,
much to the anger of the High-Heels of the realm. Therefore, while there are fewer
Slamecksan than Tramecksan in Lilliput, their political power is greater.

